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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LIBREV 00570 061652Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

126464 061653Z/64 

O 061617Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 680 
USUN NYNY NIACT IMMEDIATE 588 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 570 

EXDIS 

REF STATE 56353 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORT, UNSC, RH 

SUBJECT: SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING ON RHODESIA 

1 . DCM CARRIED OUT INSTICTIONS REFTEL DURING MEETING 
WITH THRID RANKING MFA OFFICIAL, SECRETARY GENERAL 
PIERRE MEBALEY, AND DIRECTOR GKRAL INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION AFFAIRS, SYLVESTERE RETANGA, APPROXIMATELY 
ONE HOUR PRIR AMBASSADOR'S CREDENTIALS PRESENTATION 
CEREMONY. WE HAD PREVIOUSLY CHECKED WITH FRENCH EMBASSY 
TO ASCERTAIN THAT FRENCH HAD MADE NO LOCAL DEMARCHE 

TO GOG AND WERE, IN FACT, UNINFORMED. 

2. MEBALEY AND RETANGA WERE UNDERSTANDING BUT NON- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LIBREV 00570 061652Z 

COMMITTAL PROMISING THAT THEY WOULD BRIEF 
PRESIDENT BONGO PRIOR CREDENTIALS CEREMONY AND 
THAT HE WOULD RESPOND AT THAT TIME. EITHER THEY 
DID NOT SUCCEED OR BONGO CHOSE NOT TO ADDRESS 

REQUEST BECAUSE NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING DURING AMBASSADOR'S 
MEETING WITH BONGO AOTHOUGH QUESTION OF ZIMBABWE 
BRIEFLY DISCUSSED. 
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3. WE BELIEVE IT UNLIKELY GABONESE UN REP WILL 
RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS FROM LIBREVILLE UNTIL BONGO 
UNDERSTANDS MORE FULLY TANZANIAN AND OTHER FRONT LINE 
REPRESENTATIVES THINKING. FOR THIS REASON, US/UK 
APPROACH TO GABON PERMREP MENTIONED PARA 8 USUN 775 
COULD PROVE TO BE PARTICULARLY HELPFUL. TIENKEN. 
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